




Rivera describes the feeling of "walking into a beautiful world of women's 

accomplishments" when she learned about "Overlooked." Working in a studio 

in a converted barn and with numerous prints and other artworks to her 

credit, she has taught art from grade school to college. "Teaching is the most 

important thing I have done," she states. That sense of community extends 

her wish to honor the lives and accomplishments of several women in the 

"Overlooked" obituaries, at a time when she felt discouraged by the political 

scene. 

It is fascinating to learn that Rivera chose to use the centuries-old tradition of 

woodcut carving, which she calls "the original printmaking medium," to 

portray these daring and innovative women. "I should have been born in the 

1700s," she muses. "There's something extremely direct and uncomplicated 

about the woodcarving process. It's a technology I can relate to. It's just 

carving, inking, printing." Rivera introduces other techniques into her 

process as well, such as collage and monotype. 





While many of these women lived short lives, undergoing poverty, neglect, 

and violence, the joy in the enterprises they undertook and the inspiration 

they conveyed to others helped inspire the artworks and poetry in Look 

Again. All these efforts echo across time, space, and gender to create a 

network of mutuality that will continue to evoke more art. "I try to bring each 

woman forth in the best way I can," Rivera says of the exhibit. "Together; 

along with their stories and poems, I hope to create an experience that will be 

joyful and uplifting." 

Look Again: Portraits of Daring Women will be on display through Aug. 16. To 

connect to the Zoom webinar go to the Museum Events page at 

www.gracehudsonmuseum.org. For more information, call the Museum at 

(707) 467-2836.




